Predictive values of CA 125 antigen levels and CT scan in second-look procedures for ovarian cancer.
23 patients with ovarian cancer were investigated 10 days after their last regimen of chemotherapy by CT scan and CA 125 in comparison with 'second-look' findings. In 17 out of 23 cases the CT scan results correlated with the operative ones. There were 6 false-negative findings but no false-positives. In all cases serum CA 125 levels correlated with the second-look operation. Our data suggest that the upper limit of CA 125, especially for patients, with negative findings, is less than or equal to 20 U/ml which is much lower than that of 35 U/ml, which is generally accepted. They also indicate the value of CA 125 in the detection of persistent ovarian cancer and the value of the CT scan in the detection of liver metastases. According to the above findings we question the value of the second-look operation in certain cases of ovarian cancer.